Idiopathic myelofibrosis: a possible role for immune-complexes in the pathogenesis of bone marrow fibrosis.
Sixteen patients with idiopathic myelofibrosis (IM) have been investigated with respect to the possibility that immune mechanisms may be of importance in the pathogenesis of bone marrow fibrosis. The following points appear relevant: (1) immune-complexes (IC) are detectable with different techniques in a high percentage of patients with IM. Their presence is associated with evidence of bone-marrow histological markers of immune activity. (2) IgG is the main Ig class in the composition of IM IC. The results obtained favour the hypothesis that autoimmune mechanisms are involved in IM patients.